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Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 STATE 121695 
ORIGIN EB-07 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO AF-10 ARA-10 EA-09 EUR-12 NEA-10 
10-13 AGRE-00 CEA-01 CIAE-00 COME-OO DODE-OO 
FRB-01 H-02 INR-07 INT-05 L-03 LAB-04 NSAE-00 
NSC-05 PA-02 EPG-02 AID-05 SS-15 STR-04 ITC-01 
TRSE-00 USIA-15 PRS-01 SP-02 FEAE-00 OMB-01 /148 R 

DRAFTED BY:EB:OT:STA:GWHITE 
APPROVED BY:EB:OT:STA:HERRON 
TREAS :FAC : S SOMMERFIELD 
TREAS :EFROST 
AF:S:WRATON 

EA:ANP:WGALLAGHER (SUBS) 

EUR:EE:GBOUTIN (SUBS) 

EUR:NE:RWOODS (SUBS) 

ARA:ECE:DVANTREECK 

ARA:MEX:HLANE 

271236Z 076269/45 

R 261613Z MAY 77 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 
TO AMEMBASSY BUENOS AIRES 
AMEMBASSY HELSINKI 
AMEMBASSY MEXICO 
AMEMBASSY CANBERRA 
AMEMBASSY WARSAW 
AMEMBASSY MOSCOW 
INFO USMISSION EC BRUSSELS 
USMISSION OECD PARIS 
USMISSION GENEVA 

UNCLAS STATE 121695 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: ETRD, AR 
UNCLASSIFIED 
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SUBJECT: CERTIFICATE OF ORIGIN REQUIREMENTS FOR NON 
RHODESIAN CHROME INCORPORATED IN STAINLESS STEEL 

REF: BUENOS AIRES 3715 

1 . REFTEL REPORTS THAT EMBASSY BUENOS AIRES IS UNDER 
PRESSURE FROM LOCAL STEEL PRODUCERS TO PROVIDE CERTIFICA- 
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TION OF NON-RHODESIAN ORIGIN OF CHROME CONTENT IN STEEL 
ALLOYS BEING EXPORTED TO U.S. REPRESENTATIVES OF THE 
ARGENTINE EMBASSY AND STEEL INDUSTRY DISCUSSED CERTIFICA- 
TION REQUIREMENT WITH TREASURY'S OFFICE OF FOREIGN ASSETS 
CONTROL ON MAY 19, 1977. THEY WERE INFORMED THAT 
ARGENTINA WAS EXEMPTED FROM THE CERTIFICATION REQUIREMENTS 
SINCE ARGENTINE SALES OF STEEL CONTAINING MORE THAN 3 
PERCENT CHROMIUM TO THE U.S. WERE LESS THAN ONE MILLION 
DOLLARS LAST YEAR (ARGENTINE SHIPMENTS WERE VALUED ABOUT 
400,000 DOLLARS). 

2. ON MARCH 18, 1977 THE U.S. ENACTED PUBLIC LAW 95-12 
WHICH AMENDED THE UNITED NATIONS PARTICIPATION ACT OF 
1945 TO BAR THE IMPORTATION OF RHODESIAN CHROMIUM, 
FERROCHROMIUM AND SPECIALTY STEEL PRODUCTS CONTAINING 

ATLEAST 3 PERCENT CHROMIUM INTO THE UNITED STATES. 

PURSUANT TO THIS LAW, THE OFFICE OF FOREIGN ASSETS 
CONTROL PUBLISHED REGULATIONS IN THE FEDERAL REGISTER 
OF APRIL 5, 1977, REQUIRING THAT U.S. IMPORTS OF 
FERROCHROMIUM AND STEEL CONTAINING MORE THAN 3 PERCENT 
CHROME MUST BE CERTIFIED AS CONTAINING CHROMIUM OF NON- 
RHODESIAN ORIGIN. 

3. IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE LAW AND THE LEGISLATIVE HISTORY. 
THE TREASURY REGULATIONS EXEMPT FROM THE CERTIFICATION 
REQUIREMENTS SHIPMENTS FROM COUNTRIES WHICH ANNUALLY 
EXPORT TO THE U.S. LESS THAN ONE MILLION DOLLARS WORTH 

OF STEEL CONTAINING MORE THAN 3 PERCENT CHROMIUM. THUS. 
UNCLASSIFIED 
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PAGE 03 STATE 121695 

ARGENTINA, AUSTRALIA, FINLAND, MEXICO, POLAND, AND THE 
USSR ARE NOT PRESENTLY REQUIRED TO PROVIDE CERTIFICATIONS 
FOR EXPORTS OF CHROME BEARING STEEL TO THE U.S. CERTIFICA- 
TION WILL BE REQUIRED IF THEIR ANNUAL SALES TO THE U.S. 

INCREASE TO ONE MILLION DOLLARS. 

4. THE DE MINIMIS EXCEPTION DESCRIBED ABOVE APPLIES ONLY 
TO CHROME-BEARING STEEL. THERE IS NO DE MINIMIS EXCEPTION 
FOR FERROCHROMIUM. VANCE 


UNCLASSIFIED 
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